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2318(a)(1) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby determine
that:

(1) an unforeseen emergency exists, which
requires immediate military assistance
to an international organization; and

(2) the emergency requirement cannot be
met under the authority of the Arms Ex-
port Control Act or any other law except
section 506 of the Act.

Therefore, I hereby authorize the furnish-
ing of up to $17,000,000 in defense articles
and defense services from the Department
of Defense to the United Nations for pur-
poses of supporting the Rapid Reaction
Force in Bosnia.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

William J. Clinton

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 4.

Remarks on Political Reform and an
Exchange With Reporters
August 4, 1995

The President. Good afternoon. I have
just finished a very productive and stimulat-
ing meeting with two outstanding Americans,
John Gardner and Doris Kearns Goodwin.
In the best tradition of our citizenship, they
have set aside their very busy lives and con-
cerns and work to take some time to come
to Washington to try to help make political
reform a reality.

We discussed how the trust of the Amer-
ican people has been eroded by what they
see in Washington, by how the lobbyists hold
sway more today then ever before. And the
American people don’t like it. The hard-
working American families of this country
know that they did not pay for the kind of
influence that they see exercised too often
in today’s Congress.

When Congress treats telecommunications
reform, for example, merely as a joust among
would-be monopolists, ordinary consumers
lose out. When the NRA hijacks a congres-
sional hearing process, crime victims and po-
lice officers lose out. And everybody knows

that last week’s vote in the House to dramati-
cally undermine our ability to enforce our
environmental laws would not have hap-
pened if real campaign finance reform and
real lobbying reform had been on the books.

For too long these issues have been mired
in partisan in-fighting and paralyzed by spe-
cial interests. We have an obligation to act
when we can to move beyond partisanship.
I had hoped we had reached such a point
several weeks ago in New Hampshire when
I shook hands with Speaker Gingrich on a
proposal made to us by an ordinary American
in the audience that we create a political re-
form commission that would work more or
less like the base closing commission to make
recommendations on campaign finance re-
form and lobbying reform.

Shortly after I returned from New Hamp-
shire, I sent the Speaker a letter putting for-
ward my ideas on how to do that. That mo-
ment of optimism gave way to 5 weeks of
silence. When I asked John Gardner and
Doris Kearns Goodwin to help me make this
happen, I certainly hoped that the respect
and eminence that they bring to this process
would help move things forward. If there
were a commission, these are the kinds of
people I would appoint to it.

We continue to hope that the Speaker will
live up to his handshake and move forward
on this commission. But we shouldn’t wait,
and Congress shouldn’t either.

Today I am announcing that I will use the
power of my office to bring the sunlight of
full disclosure to the lobbying process in
Washington. Right now lobbyists can operate
in secret. They can lawfully conceal who they
work for, what loopholes or contracts or reg-
ulations they are seeking to pass, or what ac-
tions they are seeking to stop. And lobbying
of the executive branch isn’t disclosed at all.

Last week, an overwhelming, bipartisan
majority in the United States Senate voted
for lobbying reform. But the House leader-
ship has made it clear that they will not even
schedule a vote on this measure for quite
a long while. Delay, debate, and division:
that’s the same old thing. They won’t put lob-
byists in their proper place in our govern-
mental structure.

So today I have decided to act on my own
within my executive authority. I am request-
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ing the Attorney General to prepare an Exec-
utive order that would bar executive branch
employees from meeting with any lobbyist
who does not fully disclose his or her activi-
ties to the public. In other words, if lobbyists
want to contact the executive branch, fine,
they can. That’s an important part of our
work here. But they can do it only if they
tell the public who they are, what they’re
working on, how much they’re spending, and
what policy they are pushing or trying to
block. We will, in other words, follow the
strict and meaningful standards of the Senate
bill. From now on, the executive branch will
operate as if the Senate bill had become law.

I have now acted on lobby reform. Now
there is no excuse for congressional delay.
The Senate has done its work. I urge the
House to finish the job. This is really a mo-
ment for real bipartisan progress on political
reform. In recent days, strong and often
growing bipartisan majorities in the United
States Senate have voted to preserve, first
of all, public funding of Presidential cam-
paigns—something John Gardner here did so
much to create—to schedule a vote on cam-
paign finance reform over the objection of
the Senate majority leader, and to pass a
tough gift and lobby reform program in the
Senate.

This bipartisan impulse is our best hope
for true and lasting reform. But to get there
it will have to spread to the House, which
has been moving back into the past, not going
forward into the future. That is our challenge
today.

From the reform victories of the turn of
the century progressives to the changes that
followed Watergate, moments of national re-
newal have always called forth people of good
will, regardless of party, who were willing to
do what it takes to change things for the bet-
ter. This is part of our national history, and
it must be part of our common ground.

I call on Congress to join us here to pass
lobby reform and campaign finance reform,
to do it in a bipartisan way, and to restore
the public trust. In the meanwhile, I am
going to establish lobby reform in the execu-
tive branch by enacting by Executive order
the bill passed by the United States Senate.

I’d like now to invite John Gardner and
Doris Kearns Goodwin to say a few words.

[At this point, John Gardner, founder of
Common Cause, and historian Doris Kearns
Goodwin made brief remarks.]

Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich
Q. Mr. President, the Speaker today said

that the reason he hasn’t responded to the
handshake is because his priority now is sav-
ing Medicare and that you’re not doing any-
thing to save Medicare and why not focus
in on that as an issue instead of political and
campaign finance reform.

The President. First of all, it takes no en-
ergy at all. He doesn’t have to do anything
in the Congress right now. All he has to do
is to do what he said he’d do when he shook
hands with me. Let’s set up a commission.
He can make his appointments, Senator Dole
can make his appointments, I’ll make my ap-
pointments, and Senator Daschle and Con-
gressman Gephardt can make their appoint-
ments, and then let the commission go do
its work. That is not a persuasive reason.
There is nothing to do. That takes about 2
or 3 hours of staff time and about 30 minutes
of his time.

So—and let’s say this. Our administration
has made the Medicare Trust Fund better.
Their Medicare cuts are not necessary either
to fix the Trust Fund or to balance the budg-
et. Over half of their Medicare cuts—or
roughly half of them—are increased costs to
beneficiaries of Medicare which will not put
one red cent into the Medicare Trust Fund.
That is not what this is about.

We have shown you can balance the budg-
et without hurting people on Medicare. And
that’s what I think the Speaker and the ma-
jority in the House and the Senate ought to
say they want to do. And when they say that,
we can resolve further problems with the
Medicare Trust Fund. I have shown I’m will-
ing to deal with that. I proposed some savings
to help deal with that. This is not about the
Medicare Trust Fund. This is about whether
these beneficiaries are going to be soaked for
no good reason.

Campaign Finance Reform
Q. Mr. President, why not take the same

kind of unilateral action on campaign finance
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reform as you seem to be doing on lobbying
reform, say, with respect to soft money dona-
tions to the party? And does the party under-
stand fully, sir, your feelings about them sell-
ing access to you to big money donors?

The President. Yes, and we changed that.
And we can change that. And I have no prob-
lem changing that. That is wrong.

I think—by the way, I think that the Presi-
dent and that any other person in public of-
fice ought to meet with his or her supporters,
including financial supporters. I think that’s
important. I would do that anyway. I have
always done that; from the time I was attor-
ney general of my State I have done that.
But it is wrong to raise money on the promise
of guaranteed specific kinds of access. That
is wrong, and we stopped that.

Now, the difference is, I can do this lobby
reform and hold the executive branch to a
higher standard and challenge the Congress
to follow suit in a way that does not in any
way undermine the public interest. But if I
hold the Democrats to a standard which in
effect paralyzes them financially, in compari-
son to the Republicans, I will be punishing
the very public interest that I seek to advance
because it will make it less likely that there
will be competitive elections.

The American people’s only chance to
make the right choices is when there are gen-
uine competitive elections. I would love
nothing better—if I could get an agreement
with the Republican Party we could shut this
whole thing down tomorrow. We could, by
mutual agreement, at least change the party
rules on campaign finance reform. And if
they would do it, we could do it and we
wouldn’t have to wait for Congress to act.

Telecommunications Reform
Q. You mentioned the telecommuni-

cations bill, sir. Have the changes that have
been made to it today made it any more ac-
ceptable to you?

The President. Well, I want to wait and
see what happens. I know that they acted
to try to stop one person from being able
to own television stations, newspapers, ra-
dios, and cable networks in the same market.
That was a very important step forward. I
congratulate the House on that. Did the V-

chip amendment pass? They’re working on
that. That’s also very important to me.

As you know, I issued a letter on the
House bill, which was changed markedly
after it came out of committee—that’s a very
unusual procedure—setting forth the con-
cerns that I have, the Vice President shares,
our administration has. We’ll just have to re-
view the bill when it gets in its final form.

Bosnia and Croatia
Q. What about the war in Croatia? Are

you concerned that that could spread into
an all-out war in the Balkans?

The President. Yes—well, I’m concerned
that it could spread the war in Bosnia and
in the Croatia-Serbia area.

Let me just back up and say the Croatian
offensive originally was launched in response
to the Serb attack on Bihac, one of the pro-
tected areas. And it has largely, apparently,
relieved a lot of pressure on Bihac. But be-
cause it is so comprehensive, it runs the risk
of a wider war. And that is what we have
cautioned against in our contacts with the
Croats.

Q. So, Mr. President, you’re saying that
the actual offensive is justified?

The President. I explained that the origi-
nal Croatian action, which we were told by
the Croatian Government they would feel
compelled to take, was animated by the Ser-
bian attack on Bihac. But we have asked
them to exercise real restraint because we
are very concerned about a wider war.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the 30th Anniversary of
the Voting Rights Act
August 4, 1995

This Sunday, August 6, 1995, marks the
30th anniversary of the Voting Rights Act,
guaranteeing the right to vote to all Ameri-
cans, regardless of race. Passed by a biparti-
san majority in Congress and signed by Presi-
dent Lyndon Johnson after years of struggle,
the Voting Rights Act has correctly been rec-
ognized as the single most important civil
rights law our Nation has ever adopted. It
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